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CHINA BECOMES 


IMPATIENT 


T BECOMES more and more apparent 

that for every day the Powers post- 
pone action in China, the more insistent 
will be Chinese demands and the Chinese 
Government that much less inclined 
to compromise. In various well-informed 
quarters it is freely said that while the 
Chinese would have been contented with 
the concessions given them a Washing- 
ton in 1922, the delay in carrying out 
those agreements, combined with the 
Shanghai affair, has so inflamed public 
sentiment that nothing short of revision 
of all the unilatera] treaties will now 
bring satisfaction. 

Moreover, the Powers have been unbe- 
lievably dilatory in handling the situation 
in Shanghai. No inquiry has yet been 
nade into the shooting of a Chinese work- 
man by the Japanese foreman of a cotton 
mill the middle of May. Not even a 
coroner’s inquest has been held. 

The Chinese note of June 24 addressed 
to the Powers, containing thirteen de- 
mands, has so far not been answered. 

On June 6th a diplomatic commission of 
inquiry, with Chinese delegates, pro- 
ceeded to Shanghai to inquire into the 
facts of the May 30th shootings. Al- 
though ten weeks have elapsed, the find- 
ings of the inquiry have not been made 
public. It is persistently rumored that 
the failure to publish them has root in 
the fact that they recommended the recall 
if not the dismissal of the British Consul 
and the American Commercial] Attaché. 

The Powers have since suggested hold- 
ing a second inquiry, and this the Chinese, 
with some appearance of justification, 
have refused to sanction. 

Meanwhile “anti-foreignism” and boy- 
cotts are spreading, as shown by the Can- 
ton boycott against British and Japanese 
goods, which also seriously affects Amer- 
ican trade. American firms and shipping 


lines were notified by the Canton Govern- 
ment on August 22 that all American mer- 
chandise intended for Canton must be 
landed in the future at Shanghai and 
nia in Chinese or Russian ves- 
sels. 

The British residents of Hong Kong 
have formally protested to their govern- 
ment against the “flagrant, deliberate vio- 
lation of treaties by the Chinese.” They 
demand a naval blockade of Canton, the 
expulsion of all Bolsheviks, the disband- 
ing of the Whampoa College Cadets 
(maintained by Russian funds), and the 
ending of the boycott on British goods. 

The forthcoming Customs Conference 
will deal with only one little prong of 
the dilemma. A new attitude is needed. 
Nothing short of a general conference, in 
which Chinese demands will be given a 
respectful hearing and then justly dealt 
with, will meet the issue, which, in spite 
of the tendency of the Powers to minimize 
it, gives promise of being the beginning 
of a determined if not bloody stand— 
“China for the Chinese.” 

CHRISTINA MERRIMAN. 


Belgian Debt 
GREEMENT on the terms 
funding the Belgian debt was an- 

nounced on August 18. Under these 
terms Belgium promises to pay $171,780,- 
000 (without interest) on her pre-armis- 
tice debt and a post-armistice total of 
$556,050,500, to which interest is added. 
The whole amounts to $727,830,500, with 
payments extending over 62 years.’ The 
314% interest payments on the post-armis- 
tice debt are to be deferred for ten 
years, owing, it is explained, to the pres- 
ent depreciation of Belgian currency and 
her unfavorable balance of trade. 
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In their decision to remit the interest on 
the pre-armistice debt, the American 
World War Foreign Debt Commission 
took into account the agreement with Bel- 
gium signed in Paris in 1919 by Presi- 
dent Wilson, M. Clemenceau and Mr. 
Lloyd George. This agreement pointed to 
the reparation clauses of the treaty, 
which bound Germany to reimburse Bel- 
gium for all sums borrowed from the ai- 
lied and associated Governments up to 
November 11, 1918, because of Ger- 
man violation of the Treaty of 1839, guar- 
anteeing the neutrality of Belgium. The 
Commission’s report, while pointing out 
that the agreement was not legally bind- 
ing as Congress did not ratify the treaty 
with Germany, nevertheless states that 
“there does continue a weighty moral op- 
ligation as a result of assurances given 
which entirely differentiates this sum 
from all other debts due the United States 
from foreign countries.” 

The terms of settlement were promptly 
approved by President Coolidge on 
August 20. They were as promptly at- 
tacked by Senator Borah, although press 
comments have been generally favorable. 

Tt was emphasized in Washington that 
the special consideration given Belgium 
would in no wise be considered a prece- 
dent in negotiations over other foreign 
debts, in which the capacity to pay will 
be the sole consideration. C. M. 

Syria’ 

It is well that the outlook in Mesopo- 
tamia is hopeful, for in Syria prospects 
are dubious for a reconciliation between 
Eastern nationalism and Western imperi- 
alism. The French, already finding the 
White Man’s Burden an excessively heavy 
load in the heat and sweat of North 
Africa, are now faced with an uprising of 
the Druses. This armed rebellion — the 
sixth since the French took over Syria 
from the British in 1919—hardly can be 
dismissed as the work of Arab agitators, 
of Pan-Islamism, of oil interests, of King 
Feisal, or of hereditary tribal rivalries. 
Such rumors are fantastic in view of the 
obvious explanation—the fundamental 
conflict between a deep-rooted and sensi- 
tive Syrian nationalism and an unwelcome 
French rule. The conflict becomes acute 
just now, apparently, because of the weak- 
ening of French garrisons by the transfer 
of troops from Syria to the Riff and be- 
cause of the tactlessness of French admin- 
istrators in treating a proud people ac- 
cording to Congo methods. The Druses 
never accepted arbitrary Ottoman rule and 
they are not likely to bow their heads to 
the tricolor without a struggle. Through 
the rigid French censorship — most of the 
reports come from Jerusalem and Cairo 
— leaks the disquieting intelligence that 


1 Note: See Mr. Earle’s article in News Bulletin, Vol. 
IV.. No. 41, August 21, 1925. 
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about twenty thousand townspeople and 


Bedouins are in open insurrection; that 
disaffection is spreading; that wholesale 
arrests are being made; and that Arab 
villages, including women and children, 
are being bombed from the air. From 
Paris comes the admission that French 
casualties exceed eight hundred but also 
the assertion that General Sarrail has the 
situation “in hand.” After finishing its 
task at Mosul, the League of Nations 
might well re-examine the terms of the 
Near Eastern mandates with a view to 
giving the Arabs the same kind of hearing 
that the Turco-Iraq Boundary Commission 
appears to have given the Kurds. 


EDWARD MEAD EARLE. 


HE OPENING session of the Tacna- 

Arica plebiscite commission was held 
in Arica, Chili, under the presidency of 
General John J. Pershing on August fifth. 
General Pershing outlined the purposes 
of the commission to carry out the terms 
of President Coolidge’s recent arbitral 
award* in the Tacna-Arica controversy ; 
Senor Agustin Edwards, head of the 
Chilean delegation, pledged the whole- 
hearted support of his nation and the 
Peruvian delegate, Senor Fryre, speaking 
last, said that the commission had met to 
insure a fair poll by which all the electors 
could vote “without interference accord- 
ing to the dictates of their consciences’ — 
a statement which might be set down as 
a diplomatic wistfulness, for the feeling 
in Peru against Chile runs high. The 
Peruvian Congress has protested against 
alleged interference with the movements 
of Peru’s delegates and citizens at Arica 
and a member of the Peruvian Commis- 
sion has issued a statement declaring that 
“the present Chilean dominations of the 
Province of Arica prevented the establish- 
ment of an atmosphere of confidence and 
of no restraint, which was absolutely 
necessary for a plebiscite.”” He asserted 
that it would be a “crime to enter a plebi- 
scite under present conditions” but added 
that he believed that the sense of justice 
dominating the commission would estab- 
lish full confidence and security in the 
provinces and thus bring the plebiscitary 
labors to a successful termination. 


The League of Nations commission of 
inquiry into the postal dispute between 
Poland and the free Port of Danzig** has 
reported in favor of the Polish claim that 
their Treaty rights entitle them to postal 
service within a wider area than the Dan- 
zig authorities were disposed to cede to 
them. Moreover, the decision grants to 
Poland these postal rights for interna- 
tional and not merely Polish use, as con- 
tended by Danzig. 

* News Bulletin, Vol. IV.. No. 18, Mar. 13, 1925. 


** News Bulletins, Vol. IV., No. 13, February 6, 192 
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